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Head’s Headlines 
 
It has once again been a very busy half-term for all at Shottery – and the pages of Mini Manners will 
reflect some of that activity for you. And it’s far from over yet: as I write, we still have the Day of 
Celebration to look forward to, as well as the other excitements of the last week of term, including the 
decorated classrooms… 

I do hope you enjoy reading the rest of this newsletter. May I wish you a peaceful and happy Christmas 
and New Year. Next term begins for pupils on Tuesday 6th January 2009, with registration at the usual 
time and lessons beginning at 9.15 as usual. 
 

Jubilee Events 

It cannot have escaped anyone’s notice that this year is the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of 
Stratford Grammar School for Girls! I feel very privileged to be the Head of this great school in its Jubilee 
Year. We must all be very grateful for the wisdom and foresight of Mrs Waldron, the former Lady 
Mayoress of Stratford, whose vision it was to establish a girls’ grammar school at Shottery Manor, and 
thus to provide equal educational opportunities for girls in Stratford, some 450 years after the boys’ 
grammar was established by the Guild of the Holy Cross. We have a busy and full programme of 
activities planned to mark this very special year. Within school, we hope to bring an awareness of the 
past closer to those in the present through a special oral history project involving both current and past 
pupils, for instance; while Year 10 in their Creative Arts Days reflected on time, as they created sun-dials 
to be a lasting reminder of this Jubilee year. These sun-dials will also reach out across the globe, 
reflecting time in some of the countries with which we have been developing links – many of which have 
already stood the test of time, and all of which we hope will be long-lasting. An awareness of period will 
also be apparent in the music and drama we choose this year for our concerts and theatrical 
performances. And our celebrations will come to a grand climax in our very special Jubilee weekend in 
June 2009, which will include a focus on different decades of the school’s history as well as the burial of 
a time capsule. You can read more about all of these things in the Commemorative Programme – I hope 
you will buy a copy when you’re next in school, if you haven’t done so already. 

Highlights of the events this term have 
included the first of our Alumnae weekends 
– the first weekend of the October half-
term. Old girls who left the school in the 
years up to 1985 were invited back to 
school to meet up with old friends, revisit 
their old haunts and reminisce – and to 
celebrate the school’s contribution to their 
lives. There is more information later in Mini 
Manners about the weekend. The second 
Alumnae weekend – for those who left the 
school after 1985 and up to 2008 – will be 
taking place in February 2009, on the second weekend of the February half-term. 

The superb Jubilee Concert took place in the Civic Hall on Monday 10th November and provided a 
platform for many of our most accomplished musicians. What an enjoyable evening that was! The 
programme was varied and challenging, from Handel’s Zadok the Priest and Mozart’s Ave Verum Corpus 
through Fields of Gold (lyrics by Eva Cassidy, but made famous by Sting – and sung beautifully by the 
Poust sisters), to a wonderful medley of songs from the last fifty years performed by our very own (and 
very glamorous) “The Shakes”. We were delighted that boys (and music staff) from KES joined us for the 
evening, contributing their voices to the range of choral pieces, and resulting in some lovely pieces by, for 
instance, the Stratford Consort of Voices.  I could carry on right the way through the programme, but 
there is one more piece which I really must mention and that is the commissioned choral work by Anne 
Wu, old Head Girl of the school, which was  inspired by our school motto: aequam memento servare 
mentem (always keep a balanced mind). The Year 13 music group had been involved in bringing this 



piece through to performance, and it provided a very fitting focus for the celebration of the school’s 
Jubilee.  

 

Buildings Masterplan and Developments 

Phase One of our Masterplan is now well under way. I reported in the October edition of Mini Manners on 
the changes to the original plans, and on the successful opening of the new ground-floor science 
laboratory where the Textiles Room used to be. All pupils – and all visitors to the site – will have been 
aware for some time that building is progressing well on the first-floor extension to the science 
department, above the design workshop. This classroom, which will house Textiles as well as Science 
will, we hope, be in use after the Easter holiday.  

As for Phases Two and Three: we continue to fight for capital funds. Our campaigning – with the 
excellent support of parents – has led to County acknowledging our very real need for more and better 
accommodation. Unfortunately, however, that acknowledgement has come at a time of economic 
downturn, when the County is putting a freeze on all new capital development. We are arguing at present 
for a clear and firm commitment to fund the planned developments as and when funds become available 
for school provision. It is vital that we keep our profile high with the decision-makers: the issues 
generated by our cramped and unsuitable accommodation affect not only quality of learning but also, 
crucially, health and safety. 

 
Communications 

o We have received very positive responses to the new Parent Newsletter, published weekly from 
September on the school website, but we’re still not confident that everybody who could be accessing 
it is doing so. We would therefore like to offer a new service from the beginning of the spring term: if 
you would like the weekly newsletter to be emailed directly to you, please return your name, your 
daughter’s name and form and your email address to Mrs Campbell at school – as directed in 
Newsletter 13. Both Mini Manners and the Parent Newsletter are available on our website – 
www.stratfordgrammar.co.uk – but you will need a username and password to access the confidential 
items in the password-protected parents’ area. Send an email requesting the password and quoting 
your daughter’s name to lettters4002@we-learn.com for access information. At the risk of being 
accused of repeating myself (which I am!) we would like to move increasingly to electronic 
communications in future – in the interests of the environment as well as efficiency – and I would 
therefore like to encourage all parents to contact us with email details so that we can email you. 

o Thank you to all who returned the Parent Voice Questionnaires after the October half-term. The 
response rate was perhaps a little disappointing – we received 126 replies, which is only 21% of 
families, and not as many as last year. I trust that those parents who did not reply do nonetheless feel 
that their voice can be heard in school! We do believe that it is very important to seek the views of all 
people involved in the school – and that means the parents, as well as the pupils, the staff and other 
professionals. Please see the full report later in this newsletter. 

o Thank you to the members of the FOS Committee who provided a focus group earlier this term to 
give us feedback on our proposals to revise the rework the report format and style. The girls have 
also been consulted on this – through the School Council – and the responses from both groups have 
been incorporated into our plans. Years 7, 10 and 12 will be the first to received reports using the new 
format in the course of next term; Year 13 reports will be completed under the previous system. 

 

Security, Safety and Punctuality 

We have once again reviewed our systems for security and safety this term. The staff duty rota has been 
extended to include supervision of the turning circle (and the arrival of the buses) from 8.30 in the 
morning; and staff are also present at both gates to Shottery Road until 9.10 to meet and greet girls 
arriving at school and to encourage punctuality. I would like to urge parents to support us in our drive to 
get girls into school on time and ready for learning. A sloppy start does not encourage good attitudes to 



learning. You will also be aware that the school site is relatively open, and that it is therefore imperative 
that every care is taken by all members of the school community to ensure vigilance for the safety of all. 
The back gate to the playing fields has been kept locked for two years now – except for brief windows of 
access at the beginning and end of each day (from 8.15 to 9.00 and from 3.45 to 4.30). The PE staff 
have keys for access to the fields for their lessons, as well as mobile phones to enable them to keep in 
contact with the main school. I would like to thank parents for responding to requests made at the 
beginning of term not to park in the school entrance or on the zig-zag lines when they bring their 
daughters to school by car. The health and safety of all members of the school community is of course a 
priority and this is a key issue.  

Kate Barnett 
 
 
 
Visit to China October 2008 
 
As the day of departure came nearer the three teachers going to China became rather nervous. Why 
were we going? What might we be expected to do while we were there? Would we be adequately 
prepared? Might we make some terrible mistake of etiquette and offend our hosts?  
 
As it turned out we need not have worried. The trip really turned out to be an opportunity of a lifetime and 
we were all grateful to have had the chance to be part of it.  
 
Along with seven other Warwickshire teachers, we flew from Birmingham to Hong Kong via Amsterdam 
leaving behind English autumn and arriving in Asian tropical heat. Our first day was spent looking around 
Hong Kong. This was very interesting comparing the old style colonial buildings with very high rise 
modern styles. During the boat trip around Victoria Harbour jet lag and the heat started to catch up with 
us but we managed to take plenty of pictures. Later that day we moved across the border into mainland 
China and made our way to our skyscraper hotel in Shenzhen. This city is very new, having developed 
from a small fishing village to a population of about 17 million over only thirty years. Traffic in the city 
seemed fairly crazy even by British city standards but it was noticeable that road users seemed very 
tolerant and we saw no signs of road rage during our stay.  
 
The main purpose of our visit was to further the connection with our sister school in China, the Shenzhen 
Futian Foreign Language School, which Ms Barnett had begun the previous year. We met staff from the 

school at a seminar on the Monday afternoon and then 
spent the following two days in school with them.  We 
were impressed throughout our visit with the friendliness 
and hospitality of the Chinese school staff. We had 
opportunities to watch lessons in a variety of subject 
areas, to witness the amazing whole school exercise 
routine, to talk to students individually and as a whole 
class about our town, our school and our way of life. 
Many of the students we spoke to were able to speak 
English very fluently which was just as well as our 
knowledge of Mandarin was somewhat limited! We 
discovered, amongst many other things, that all school 
students in the city wear the same uniform (with slight 
colour variations for boys and girls), that teachers have a 

uniform too, that the school day runs from about 7.30 till 6.00 with two hours homework on top, that all of 
the students choose an English name which they use in school and that the concerns of the Chinese 
students are very similar to those of young people everywhere.  
 
During our visit we were very well fed whether in the staff canteen at school or at one of a number of 
memorable dinners (which were banquet like in terms of the quantity and variety of dishes). We learned 



the proper way to respond to and to make toasts and drank vast quantities of China tea of various 
different types and colours. 
 
Following our time in school we were shown round the local area by an English speaking member of staff 
and were able to visit some of the local tourist attractions including a seaside resort on the South China 
Sea where we took the opportunity for a refreshing paddle! 
 
F Macvie 
 
 

Drama Department 

 
Creative Arts 
 

The Creative Arts Days we ran 
this year were very successful. 
Students chose from one of the 
following options: Dance, 
Drama, Music and Art. Having 
two days to work exclusively on 
an art form allows students to 
develop skills in subjects they 
don’t study at GCSE level and to 
access talents they sometimes 
don’t know they have! This year, 
we focused on a Jubilee theme 
which was incorporated into 
each specific art form. 

 
 
In Drama, the group looked at life in the 1950s. They looked at 
important events happening in the 1950s, when the school first opened, 
and  explored the good and bad sides of being a woman in the 1950s. 
The Music group composed their own Jubilee Song, inspired by a live 
jazz band who came in to perform. In Art, everyone made a ceramic thumb-pot hedgehog and then 
worked in groups to create relief sculpture tiles and sundials to form part of a sculpture that will help us 
celebrate  50 years of life at Shottery. This will mark our Jubilee year. The Dance group celebrated dance 
throughout the past 50 years.  
 
 
Theatre Trips 
 
In November, we went to see Enjoy by Alan Bennett. This was an 
interesting performance set in one of the last back-to-backs in Leeds, 
where an elderly couple await rehousing as the bulldozers advance 
ever closer. We enjoyed the performances of both Alison Steadman 
and David Troughton who made a funny, yet pitiful pair. 
 
Our next performance is Don John by Kneehigh Theatre Company 
which is being performed at The Courtyard Theatre, Stratford upon 
Avon.  
 
 
 



 
Theatrelink 
 
The Year 10 Drama Group were able to work with members of the 
RSC on their responses to The Merchant of Venice which we saw 
earlier this term. These scripted responses were then performed on 
the stage at The Courtyard Theatre by members of Stratford College. 
This allowed the drama group to view their pieces of drama 
objectively and make any necessary alterations before performing 
them themselves as their first practical assessment in class. Some 
very impressive scripts emerged revealing a great deal of talent both 
in scriptwriting and performance. 

 
Theatre in Education 

 
The Year 11 Drama Group are busy preparing for a performance to Shottery 
Primary School. Every year we invite Year 5/6 in for a Drama workshop run 
entirely by Year 11 from which we create pieces of drama directed specifically 
for our target audience.  
 
We are looking forward to this year’s delights: Never Ever, A play about 
following rules, Race To The Treasure, a play highlighting the importance of 
team work and Be Careful What You Wish For in which characters celebrate 
diversity and being unique. 
 
S Coyle 
 

 
 
English Department 
 
Poetry Live! 
 
The English Department recently took Years 10 and 11 to a Poetry Live! Event in Birmingham,  
where the speakers were poets whose work the girls are studying for GCSE. They talked about the 
inspiration for their poems and students had an opportunity to ask questions about their work. 
 
The girls enjoyed the experience and here are some of their comments: 
 
o I found the Poetry Day really interesting as we found out how the poets’ views on what they had 

written were different to ours. I also thought that the examiner’s tips were quite helpful. My favourite 
poet was Simon Armitage as he was very funny, especially in his new poem. 

o A certain girl who shall remain nameless was almost moved to tears by one of the poems. Luddinton 
Foot - why aren’t we studying this for GCSE? It’s awesome! 

o I thought that meeting the poets was very interesting as we got to hear what their inspirations and 
thoughts had originally been when they had written the poems. Simon Armitage seemed very down to 
earth and I thought Daljit Nagra was very funny when he put on the accents for his poems; his poems 
were also very entertaining. 

o I thought quite good because we found out about what they wanted the poems to mean and why they 
wrote them. 

o I feel that the day was quite helpful and I know the poems a bit better now. 

o Can we please go again sometime? 



Year 10 trip to Macbeth 
The cold evening of Thursday 20th November brought Mrs O’Dea’s English class to the Bridgehouse 
Theatre to enjoy a performance of Macbeth. As we are studying the play, the opportunity to watch it be 
performed was one not to be missed. The cast gave a very good performance and the majority of the 
acting was very convincing. However at some points we agreed specific characters lacked a certain 
understanding of the script. The set was impressive, well suited to the play and the actors interacted well 
with it. It was very symbolic yet open to interpretation and it added a great deal to the performance. The 
staging was also well coordinated and the general atmosphere was very authentic. The use of props too 
was effective and overall the play was well rehearsed and directed. 
 
The class agreed that the second half was slower however and it became harder to understand. Also, the 
initial introduction to Macbeth and Banquo left some of us confused as to who was who. As a class, we 
agreed that the actors playing the characters of Macbeth and Banquo would have been better suited to 
playing each others’ roles as the actor playing Banquo had a certain stage presence that Macbeth lacked 
slightly. 
 
The post show discussion was an insightful part into our understanding of the play. Hosted by the 
Director, she explained the context of Macbeth before moving onto questions from the audience. Only 
three were asked, two from the pupils of Shottery, but nevertheless it still helped towards our 
understanding of the play when she explained some symbolic attributes that were focused on during the 
production.  
 
Overall we really enjoyed the play and found it very beneficial to our work in class. Also, the fact that we 
had brilliant seats on the front row, for which we were very grateful, really helped us to achieve a good 
understanding of the play. As a class we would personally like to thank Mrs O’Dea for organizing the trip, 
and her husband for making the trip possible. We really appreciate it. 
 
Verity Thorpe and Anabel Martinez-Payne (Year 10) 
 
 
 
 
History and Politics Department 

 
History Conference, 10th December 2008, Birmingham 

 
On Wednesday 10th December twenty five Year 12 History students accompanied by Mrs Gillespie and  
Mr Brayford travelled to Birmingham to listen to eminent Historians speak on King Henry VII. It was 
generally thought to be an interesting and valuable experience as illustrated by the students’ comments: 
 

“It was really interesting to experience university style lectures and to gain a flavour of what it 
might be like to read History”- Emma Copham and Rosie Parry. 
 
“It was very interesting and engaging to be offered personal opinions and insights into the reign of 
Henry V11 by experts, who enthusiastically presented their ideas in an individual manner”-Laura 
Stevens.  
 
“Good, but not as good as Krispe Kreme doughnuts”- Anon. 
 

It is always encouraging to hear that Year 12 students have the ability to prioritise and having tasted my 
first KK doughnut, I’m inclined to agree. 



                       
 
D Gillespie 

 
 
Politics Conference, 1st December 2008, London. 
 
On 1st December a group of some thirty AS and A2 politics students arrived at school at 7.00am.  
Accompanied by Mrs Gillespie and Mr Brayford, we settled to a lengthy journey to London by coach. 
 
Three hours later we arrived, full of anticipation and ready to 
deal with the events of the day ahead of us. A number of 
roads around Westminster were closed due to the State 
Opening of Parliament which was to take place two days 
after our visit. We therefore had to walk the final part of our 
journey to the Methodist Central Hall. After several ‘Kodak 
moments’ and tourist behaviour when viewing Big Ben and 
the London Eye, we then had the honour of seeing Sir Alan 
Sugar’s car, bearing his licence plate ASM1. The tone of the 
day had been marked with high expectations. 

 
Once within the Hall, we realised the sheer magnitude of the 
conference of which we were now a part. We took our seats 
and awaited the first speaker. Throughout the day we were 
lucky enough to be addressed by a wide spectrum of political 
advocates; Tony Benn, Nick Clegg, George Galloway, William 
Hague and Lembit Opik to name but a few. 
 
After we had encountered the superb oratory of the 
representatives the onus was passed to the floor and it fell to 
the students to publicly scrutinize those in positions of power. 
As you can imagine, there were a few heated discussions 

regarding the pertinent issues of the current economic crisis, the recent arrest of Damien Green and the 
widely perceived failings of the Labour Government. Many walked away from the microphone having 
experienced their first true political debate. Some had their views changed and others were brought into 
check with reality. The conference was concluded by the harmonica playing Lembit Opik. 
 
The conference room emptied and we were all left discussing our personal opinions on the individual 
speakers and their ability to convey their political message successfully. The debate continued as we 
walked out into the December evening. We had all had a brilliant day and will hold our opinions for many 
years to come. 
      
Amy Rawson  (Year 12) 



MFL Department: Language College 
 
MFL Oral Dates – Summer 2009 

Please note the dates of oral examinations below. It is imperative that all girls are present in school for 
their oral exam, as it is carries the same importance as any written public examination. We are not able 
to give the exact dates for AS French and AS Spanish orals as they will be conducted by an external 
examiner, and the exam board have yet to confirm the dates with us. As soon as we have approval for 
these two oral dates we will confirm the dates with the girls in their Y12 classes. 
 
Subject Dates 

GCSE French Mon 30th March 
Tues 31st March  
Weds 1st April 

GCSE Spanish Wednesday 29th April 
Thursday 30th April 
Friday 1st May (am only) 

GCSE German Wednesday 29th April  
(am only) 

AS French w/c 27th April (tbc external examiner) 
AS German Wednesday 13th May 
AS Spanish w/c 5th May (tbc external examiner) 
A2 French Thursday 7th May 

Friday 8th May 
A2 German Monday 11th May  
A2 Spanish Thursday 14th May 

Friday 15th May 
 
AJ Madden 
 

German Exchange Visit to Solingen 26 November – 3 December 2008 
 

Wednesday 26/11: While the rest of Years 10 and 11 went off to poetry day, we piled onto a small 
minibus which would take us to Stansted airport. Three hours later we finally arrived, only to wait around 
for another hour or two before we could board our plane. Eventually we took off and were soon soaring 
over land and sea to Germany. In a little under an hour we disembarked the plane to breathe German for 
the first time in over a year for me. Once we had collected our luggage we met up with our partners and 
families and departed for our respective families’ houses. I ate Frankfurter sausages (wurstchen) for 
dinner, gave the presents I had brought to my exchange family then went to bed at the end of a long day.  

Thursday 27/11: After waking up ridiculously early (4:45 am English time), my partner and I missed the 
bus so had to walk in the rain to catch the train to school. 
We first had a Physics lesson, and then met up with the rest 
of our group briefly in the library to catch up on the events of 
the previous evening. Next we had a Maths lesson, doing 
quadratic equations in German, before leaving for the city of 
Cologne (Köln in German). On arrival in Cologne, our first 
stop was the impressive cathedral in the centre of the city. 
We looked around for a few minutes before heading off to 
the Lindt chocolate museum. This is like Cadbury World, but 
with Lindt chocolate; there were loads of free samples and 
opportunities to buy presents for friends and family. We 
spent a few hours there, and then walked back to the centre 
of Cologne to look round the Christmas market. This was 
very pretty, and although there were many attractive stalls, I 



didn’t buy anything. At around 4pm we headed back to the train station to return to our host families.  

Friday 28/11: We spent the first half of the morning in school before catching a bus to Schloss Burg 
castle. Normally after leaving the bus we would take the chairlift to the top of the very steep hill, however, 
today of all days it wasn’t working (closed because ‘Out of Season’). As a result, we had to walk up the 
hill in the freezing cold. The trek seemed to take forever but it was worth it. At the top of the hill, our first 
stop was a café which serves the most delicious waffles in the world!  

Once we had warmed up enough to be able to feel our toes, we had a brief look around the castle, then 
walked back down the hill to catch the bus back to school.  

 

The German girls (and boys) had 
organized a Germany v. England football 
tournament in the afternoon, which 
Germany won 2-0. The school had even 
bought a trophy for the winner; could this 
be the start of a tradition? After the 
presentation ceremony we headed home, 
then later in the evening around 16 of us 
met up at my partner’s house for a party. 

 

This was really fun and a good way of getting to know 
some of the other German partners. During the party we 
had a contest to see who was the best exchange partner 
team.The judges decided that everyone had won so we 
all received Santa hats as a reward! 

Saturday 29/11: 
Rachel’s story. The party on Friday finished quite late so my partner and I had a long lie in on Saturday 
morning. When we eventually got up, we drove to Frankfurt to look around the city and the Christmas 
market. Although I didn’t buy anything, I did try some traditional German Christmas food such as 
Dampfnudel and Bratwurst, both of which were very nice! We spent a few hours in Frankfurt then drove 
on to Michelstadt. The Christmas market here was lovely so I bought some Christmas decorations to take 
back home. We left at about 8:15pm, by which time the temperature was well below 0oC. 

Elinor’s story. After lunch we set off for the city of Aachen. There were huge traffic jams in the city so the 
overall journey was about 1½ hours. Once there we walked through the City and went to some shops 
where my partner and I bought a jacket each. After that we went to a very, very, very busy Christmas 
market. There were lots of stalls; some selling delicious food, others selling children’s toys but, most 
useful, selling traditional German goods. We then went to a café to have the traditional Kakao und Sahne 
or hot chocolate and cream. At home we watched the final of ‘Super Talent’ the German version of 
‘Britain’s Got Talent’. 

Sunday 30/11: We had another lie-in on Sunday morning but in the afternoon we caught a train to 
Wuppertal. We went on the Schwebebahn train, which is like a monorail: the rail line is on the top of the 
train so it is hanging down, making you feel like the train is flying. Later on we went around the large 
shopping centre and the smaller Christmas market, but again I didn’t buy anything. At the market, most of 
the stalls sold food so I tried lots more traditional food, drinks and sweets. In the evening, we went to an 
Asian restaurant with my partner’s friend, her partner and both of our families. The restaurant served food 
from China, Japan and Mongolia in a buffet style, allowing us to try a bit of everything. Although this took 



quite a while, we all really enjoyed ourselves. The food was delicious and we spent 3 very funny hours 
there which flew by. The funniest thing was teaching our exchange partners and the brother of one of 
them how to use chopsticks, as they had never used them before. 

Monday 1/12: Again we had a very early start for school. During this day we sat through all their lessons, 
one of them being English. My partner had 7 lessons instead of the normal 6, which was actually quite 
interesting and useful for our Science revision. In the evening about 16 of us went ice skating. All of the 
German girls could ice skate well, as could many of us, but a couple of us had never done it before so 
had to start from scratch. I fell over a total of 13 times in two hours, miraculously without hurting myself 
apart from a couple of minor bruises. This definitely was one of the highlights of the week, and despite 
looking a lot like a penguin I really enjoyed it!  

Tuesday 2/12: Our first day excursion with everybody: 
English and German alike. We all went to Münster, two 
hours away by coach and, according to the coach driver, 
the city with the highest number of cyclists in Germany. 
Once there, we all went to the Cathedral.  It was big, 
beautiful and very, very tall; housing a huge organ and 
very pretty stained glass windows. Next we walked through 
the town centre and Christmas market to the museum (at 
first going the wrong way). There were many interesting 
photographs of Münster through the ages with particular 
focus on the dress. After that we split up into smaller 
groups and, with our exchange partners, we set off for 
another Christmas market.  There were lots of pretty things 
for sale, some of which we bought.  After the shopping, as 
it was freezing, our group headed to Starbucks where we 

met another group. The coach ride back to Solingen was happy, funny and cheerful; we ended the day in 
tired but happy spirits.  

Wednesday 3/12: Finally, what we had all been hoping for happened on our last day: it snowed! Most of 
us woke up to about 12cm of snow! Yay! As the snow was causing huge traffic jams on the roads my 
partner and I had to walk about 6km to school, whilst her father battled on in the car with my suitcase. 
The walk was very beautiful with so much snow; funny because of passing sports cars stuck in the road 
and slightly surreal. On the walk there was a lot of slipping and sliding, finally resulting with my partner 
falling over. Arriving at the school 20 minutes late, we realized it wasn’t just us who were late – most of 
the school hadn’t arrived yet. Waiting in the classroom, whilst the teacher arrived, we saw many of the 
students having snowball fights outside some of which landed in our class room through an open 
window. However, not only had the snow created fun, but also chaos as we weren’t quite sure how the 
roads to Köln airport had been affected by the snow. As a result the parents’ cars taking us to the airport 
all left at different times so we couldn’t say goodbye as a big group. After waiting a lot we finally got on 
the plane; we were going home! Everyone was 
sad to be leaving their German partners but 
happy because they had enjoyed a good week. 
Everyone was so tired that the rest of the journey 
involved mainly iPods because no one could be 
bothered to talk (excluding Ellie and Beth). As the 
bus pulled into the turning circle I was so happy 
to see my family but although I had missed them I 
wouldn’t have missed the exchange for the world.  
It was an unforgettable experience and I would 
recommend it to anyone! 
 
Compiled from the diaries of Rachel Hunter 10DJ, 
Elinor Richardson 10DG and Lydia Haynes 10DG 
 
 



Maths Department 
 
Team Maths Challenge 

On Wednesday 12th November, a team of two Year 12s and two Year 13s went to the University of 
Warwick to participate in the Team Maths Challenge. The challenge consisted of three rounds. The first 
round was a Ten Question Round where we tried to get our brains into gear on some pretty tough 
questions. By the end of the 40 minutes, we were quite proud of ourselves for answering every question 
but our faces fell as we saw the score… It was a cringing moment but we pulled ourselves together for 
the next round: The Crossnumber. With determination on full pelt, we ended the round with a brilliant 
score and big smiles on our faces. 
 
Then there was a break to replenish our starved minds. After stuffing ourselves with as much food and 
drink as we could, we went back for Round 3: The Relay. Missing the crucial technique and practice of 
this round, we ended up once again with an unsatisfactory score … After this round, we were pretty much 
sure that we had come 15th out of the 15 schools present and we couldn’t help but celebrate when Miss 
Bateman broke the news that we had come 6th! Up against schools like King’s High and Bablake, we 
were very proud of ourselves. 
 
The experience was definitely worthwhile and we had a great laugh (eg 2+2 equalled 5 by the end of the 
evening!). 
 
We strongly recommend next year’s Year 12s and 13s to enter Team Maths Challenge as there are 
some schools we are DESPERATE to beat (eg KES!) 
 
Good Luck for future Team Maths Challengers! 

 
Shirley, Gursharan, Hannah and Susan 
 
 
Senior Maths Challenge 

Special congratulations to the following students who have gained Gold certificates in this year’s Senior 
Maths Challenge: 
 

Emma Titcombe (Year 13) 
Hannah Owen  (Year 12) 
Anna Czumaj (Year 11) 

 
In addition eight Silver and seventeen Bronze awards were given. Well done everyone! 
 
VJ Smith 
 
 
 
Science College  
 
Year 13 Trip to Bordon Hill Nurseries 
 
The Year 13 biologists and staff trekked up, through the rain, to Bordon Hill Plant Nurseries. After a brief 
introductory talk and a much-needed hot drink, we began our tour around the nurseries. The nursery 
grows poinsettias at this time of year, which are sold in bulk to Marks and Spencer, Waitrose and 
Sainsbury’s. These were not just poinsettias. These were M&S poinsettias! 
 



We were all quite amazed by exactly how much work went into growing the plants; from controlling 
temperature, humidity and sunlight exposure, to waging biological warfare on the pests that threatened 
them. The poinsettias had to be grown to a specific height and width, with a certain number of bracts (the 
red flowers that aren’t really flowers) which is specified by the buyer, making the growing process quite 
complex. 
 
Other major concerns of the company were environmental, and special systems had been devised to 
keep energy and water usage as low as possible and to prevent excess herbicides from leaking into the 
local ecosystem. 
 
One of the most interesting aspects of the trip was looking at the various parasites that could cause 
damage to the plants. Atheta beetles are bred at the nursery, which prey on the Scariod maggots that kill 
the poinsettias by eating the roots and stem. Nematoads (microscopic, worm-like creatures) and mites 
are also used to control parasites. 
 
Thank you to the staff in the Biology department and everyone at Bordon Hill Nurseries for organizing the 
trip! 
 
Becky Hampshire (Year 13) 
 
 
Year 9 Visit to Think Tank: Extended Learning Day 
 
Year 9 visited the Think Tank in Birmingham with the Science department during the most recent ELD. 
Below is a selection of their comments: 
 

o I enjoyed making the robot move and knock down the tins. 

o The 3D movie was really scary 

o The interactive part was exciting as there was lots to do. 

o We did an exercise video which was good. 

o The trip itself was good. The film was my favourite bit, it was so scary when the 3D spider came 
down and everyone was screaming and trying to hit the spider away. 

o I enjoyed controlling the robot although it was quite confusing but fun learning how to handle the 
equipment. 

o Overall it was quite a fun day. 

o It was really funny when the massive water tank tipped over because all of the Shottery girls were 
counting down. 

o I did enjoy the day. 

o My favourite bit was the Bugs 3D movie though it was really scary. 

o I liked it a lot and I learned a lot as well. 

o The I-max was cool. 

o I liked the street exhibition. It was cool and interactive. 

o The Lego robots were quite cool. 

o As well as the ordinary looking at boring things behind glass screens type things we did some 
really fun interactive stuff too. 

o In the 3D film all of the Shottery girls were screaming and trying to touch everything but all of the 
smaller children from other schools were calm and quiet. 

 



o Robot Lego, really fun, something different. 

o The street was quite fun. 

o The interactive place was also rather alright. 

o Space level was good-game fun. 

o The body and home stuff was good. 

o We watched a film. This was good. It was 3D and interesting and fun. 

o The trip was good. 

o There was a brain. It was cool. 

o We went to the machinery museum which was quite interesting and I got a high score on the 
game. 

o We made these Lego models whiz around knocking cans over. I would definitely do that again, it 
was really fun and everyone got so competitive. 

o Overall the Think-tank was an enjoyable and fun trip. 

 
K Richardson 
 
 
 
Eco Club News 
 
Autumn Term Eco - Club Report 

After an Eco- School assembly to raise whole school awareness and many lunchtime meetings the 
Green Team has arrived! The team consists of sixth form leaders and Year 7 and 8 representatives; all 
girls are clearly identifiable by their green star badges. A notice board outside the geography room is the 
main focus for whole school information and suggestions. 
 
Of the eight pathways to school sustainability, the Green Team will focus on three this academic year 
(litter, recycling and grounds/ biodiversity) and three next year (energy, water and globalization), in the 
hope that the school will achieve the prestigious Green Flag Award by 2010. The other two pathways are 
being championed by other staff and Governors (health and transport). 
 
After completing an audit of the school site the team is now ready to compile an action plan for the three 
areas of focus for 2009. If any parents have any advice or useful contacts we would be more than happy 
to hear from you! We aim to improve our school environment and hope to educate our citizens of the 
future to be responsible environmentalists; we hope that this will not be confined solely to school. Act 
locally think globally. 

 
Thank You 

We have collected over 1400 Morrisons vouchers thanks to your generosity. The Green Team have now 
put in an order for a composting bin, watering cans, seed trays, a wheelbarrow, trowels, hand forks and 
sunflower seeds. This will help us to get the cottage garden sorted out in the spring and summer terms. 
 
A big thank you must also go to Mrs Bradshaw for her kind donation of a Robinia Frisia tree. This sapling 
is now happily rooted on the centre lawn near to the Dovecote. 
 
A final thank you to the Green Team for all their hard work this term; have a good break at Christmas 
ladies, we have lots more to do next term ! 
 



Top Ten Tips To Save Energy In The Kitchen 

 
Here are some simple measures you can do right now to save energy in your kitchen and cut your bills 
too:  
 
 
 

 

Only boil the water you need in your kettle  

 

Defrost your food in the fridge overnight instead of heating it up in a pan or oven  

 

Opening the oven door loses a lot of heat. So if you keep the glass clean, you can check 
on your meal without needing to open the door  

 

If you need to reheat something try using the microwave - it uses less energy than the oven 

 

Put a lid on your pans when you're cooking - this will help retain the heat  

 

Use the right size pan on the right sized hob - and turn the heat down when the water has 
boiled  

 

Defrost your freezer regularly - that way it runs more efficiently  

 

If your tap's dripping, fix it  

 

De-scale your kettle - it will boil more quickly  

 

Chop vegetables into smaller pieces so they cook more quickly  



Top Ten Tips To Drive Smart And Save Money 
 
Smarter driving or eco-driving could save you up to £220 a year in petrol or diesel. And with fuel prices 
rising all the time, smarter driving could save you even more in the future. 

1. Check your revs - change up before 2,500rpm (petrol) and 2,000rpm (diesel).  
2. Anticipate road conditions and drive smoothly, avoiding sharp acceleration and heavy braking. 

This saves fuel and reduces accident rates.  
3. Use air conditioning sparingly as it significantly increases fuel consumption.  
4. The most efficient speed depends upon the car in question but is typically around 45 - 50mph. 

Faster speed will greatly increase your fuel consumption.  
5. Drive away immediately when starting from cold - idling to heat the engine wastes fuel and 

causes rapid engine wear.  
6. Accessories such as roof racks, bike carriers, and roof boxes significantly affect your car's 

aerodynamics and reduce fuel efficiency, so remember to remove them when not in use.  
7. Avoid short journeys - a cold engine uses almost twice as much fuel and catalytic converters 

can take five miles to become effective.  
8. Plan your journeys to avoid congestion, road works and getting lost.  
9. Check your tyre pressure regularly - under-inflated tyres are dangerous and can increase fuel 

consumption by up to 3%.  
10. If you're stuck in a jam, switch the engine off if you expect to be there for more than a minute 

or two. Cutting the engine will save fuel and reduce emissions.  
 
N. Whan 
 
 
 
Critical Thinking 
 
When we first heard that we were to see the play The Bomb on Monday 10th November, we were unsure 
of how it related to our study of critical thinking. Both Mrs O’Dea and Mrs Smith accompanied a small 
group of Year 13s to Warwick Arts Centre. The Bomb is the story of Jo Berry’s confrontation with her 
father’s murderer after he was killed in the Brighton Bomb of 1984. The play itself was powerful with a 
visually engaging set of a hotel room destroyed by a bomb. 
 
We were aware of a short after-show discussion but little did we know that we would be faced by both the 
victim Jo Berry and the man who set and detonated the Brighton Bomb. After an initial awkward tension, 
all eyes were on Pat Magee as he recounted his thoughts and feelings about the events. Making no 
attempt to apologise for his political actions but regret for the loss of life, it was a surreal experience to 
engage with him. It was living history to watch Pat Magee and Jo endeavour to understand each other - 
even questions asked by the audience caused visible tension. 
 
It was a unique experience and both Pat and Jo emphasised the importance of communication and 
understanding in order to create peace. This powerful message was enhanced as the play took place the 
evening before Remembrance Day. We would like to thank our Critical Thinking teachers for giving us 
this opportunity which encouraged our understanding of the moral dilemmas we are studying and their 
application in society. 
 
Shona Kavi and Rachel Arnold (Year 13) 
 
 
 



Mock Bar Trial 
 
On the cold winter morning of 29th November, the 13 strong Year 12 Mock Bar Trial team ventured 
through Birmingham to the Crown Courts. Having spent every Monday afternoon since September 
preparing for this, we were fired up and ready to face the opposition.  
 
The aim of this inter-school competition is to prosecute or defend two court cases.  The regional heats 
require participation in three separate trials, with a possibility of a fourth trial for the teams who make the 
regional final.  The teams supply barristers, witnesses and court officials who are marked on their ability 
to follow the rules and for their individual performances.  Each team also supplies members of the jury for 
another trial. 
 
First, we were up against Wolverhampton Girls’ High School prosecuting the fictitious Jackie Jones for 
her dangerous driving. Everyone performed to their best, and our barrister, Hannah Owen, not only won 
the case but also caused quite a stir with her comment about whether a witness had visited an “optical 
establishment of late”!  

The second trial was against Worcester Sixth Form College.  Amy Rawson was our barrister and led the 
prosecution of Sam Miller for breach of the peace during a protest against a new bypass. The results in 
this case were extremely close, with several members of the team given special mention by the Judge for 
the quality of their performances.  Unfortunately, the fictitious Sam was not found guilty! 
 
After lunch, it was our turn defended the Jackie Jones case, against a team of very confident young men 
from Wilmslow High School, whose teacher was apparently an ex-barrister himself!  However, despite 
this formidable opposition, our barrister, Hattie Beaumont, not only held her own but was also 
commended by the judge for her outstanding performance. 
 
Then followed a nervous wait for the results.   Sadly we were not one of the teams to make it through to 
the finals.  However, there was the excitement of our Jenny Grimes winning the prize for the Court 
Reporter’s competition with her press report on the first case of the day.  Overall, we all had a thoroughly 
enjoyable day, and gained an invaluable insight into how the law works. 
 
We would like to thank Mrs Heming for her support and supervision! 

Written by members of the Mock Bar Team 

 
 
Alumnae News 
 
Shottery Alumnae Society’s First Jubilee Reunion 
 
After nearly two years of planning, and much deliberation of whether we had thought of all the scenarios 
likely to occur, we had our first major event of the 50th Anniversary Jubilee on the first weekend of the 
half-term. The Hall was decked out with memorabilia of the first decades of pupils, including items of 
clothing of the first Shottery uniform, whole school photographs, cruise logs and a DVD of old filmed 
events and photos, and the scene was set to receive the first visitors on Friday night.  
 
Approximately two hundred “old girls” turned up, some quite apprehensive in case they would not know 
many people, and we were soon into a social buzz of conversation as reminiscences were exchanged. 
As the wine flowed, the obvious joy of seeing people again after so many years became readily apparent, 
some who had travelled very long distances from within the UK and others from as far as Canada and 
Australia. Two former students came bedecked in their old school blazers – which still fitted them – and 
incorporated into one of the speeches half way through the evening, there was an amusing, but timely 
reminder of what the education for girls was like at the end of the 1950’s and the importance of equality 



of opportunity for girls in this town. It is hard for us today to imagine how different the experience would 
have been then to how it is now, not least in the range of subject opportunities, the number of educational 
visits available and the changes that happened with the broader changes in society as a whole.  
 
On Saturday we had an overwhelming number of former students and their families – nearly four hundred 
during the day. The whole school was open for people to wander round familiar scenes in the classrooms 
and Manor and to see the new parts of the school developed in the past few years. During the course of 
the morning, Elizabeth Flower, one of the family members who actually lived in the Manor house before it 
became a school, gave a personal impression of her memories of living in the Manor and how her family 
had played a significant part in the negotiations towards the transition of the Manor and grounds being 
developed into a school.  
 
In the evening, the highlight of the day was the 50th Anniversary Dinner at the Holiday Inn, to which two 
hundred came. This was a truly wonderful occasion, giving people an opportunity to relax and enjoy 
themselves. The banquet room was beautifully set out and thanks to the efficient work of the Alumnae 
team, the seating plan worked out very well.  
 
The guest speaker was a former student from the 1970s, Mary Manandhar, née Marlow, who gave an 
inspiring and thought provoking speech on differences in education opportunity for girls here in Stratford, 
compared to less developed countries where even the concept of Human Rights, let alone educational 
opportunities for girls is very far from reality. Mary’s life experiences working with UNICEF and other 
world agencies in SE Asia, Africa etc, has given her an informed approach drawn from her own 
experiences.  
 
Grateful thanks to all members of the Alumnae committee and FOS members who worked so hard to 
make the day run as smoothly as possible and I personally owe a great deal of gratitude to each and 
everyone who assisted in any way, to make the whole experience a joyous, memorable and very happy 
event – and a great success, judging by the letters and cards received afterwards. 

 
D.M Brownhill 
Chair of Shottery Alumnae Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOS News  
 
A very big thank-you to all those parents who made contributions to our Christmas Hamper – we had 
enough for three hampers and some left over for our Burns Night Hamper. 
 
We held our second Disco on Friday 28th November for Years 8/9. Again, it was well attended and we 
must compliment the students on their excellent behaviour. We also need to thank those parents who 
gave up their Friday night to help supervise the event. We raised in excess of £500 towards our target for 
refurbishing the Art Studio. 
 
Burns Night 
This popular event will be on Saturday 31st January, in the school hall, starting at 7 pm. Places are 
limited, so please get your ticket request in as soon as possible. It promises to be a wonderful evening 
again, with good food, licensed bar and energetic country dancing, as well as the traditional haggis! 
Don’t be disappointed - book your tickets now!  



 
Year 11 Prom 
We urgently need Year 11 parents to help on the organising committee.  The venue is booked, the 
photographer and security firm are organised.  All we need now are parents to help with the sale and 
distribution of tickets and to supervise on the night.  If we do not have a minimum of ten parents to help, 
the Prom cannot go ahead. Please contact Gill Thomas on clive.thomas@virgin.net if you are able to 
help. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
A very happy Christmas to you all. 
 
Gill Thomas 
FOS Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 31
st

 January 2009 
7pm – 11.30 pm 
in the School Hall 

 
FOS invites you to an evening of food, fun and dancing. Join us as we celebrate the life  

and genius of the Scottish Bard.  
Banish those winter blues with Shottery’s own version of this traditional event 

and try your hand at some Highland dancing. 
 

Tickets cost £22.50 each, to include a 4-course meal, consisting of Leek and Potato soup, haggis,      
poached salmon/mozzarella tart (v) and dessert. Licensed bar available. Traditional dancing  

to the Cat’s Whiskers Ceilidh Band. 
Places are limited, so book early, preferably before the end of term. 

 
   

To reserve your tickets, please fill in the slip (circulated) and return it with your cheque to the  
red FOS Box in Student Services by 21st January at the latest! 



“Parent Voice”:  Parents’ Questionnaire: October 2008 
Many thanks to all those parents who took the time to return the questionnaires that were sent out with 
the October edition of Mini Manners. We received 126 replies, which is not quite as many as last year 
and, at 21% of families is, I think, a little disappointing. We do believe that it is very important to seek the 
views of all people involved in the school – and that means the parents, as well as the pupils, the staff 
and other professionals. I trust that those parents who did not reply do nonetheless feel that their voice 
can be heard in school. The results are tabulated below. 

There are a number of very encouraging positives, as last year, and in many cases the results are very 
similar to last year’s moving only one or two percentage points up or down. In the details that follow, 
results from the last two years are given in italics. The proportion of parents feeling comfortable about 
approaching the school with problems has gone up again (89%, 85%, 83%), as has the proportion who 
believe that the school is a welcoming and friendly place for parents and carers (90%, 88%, 86%). It is 
encouraging to see these percentages moving slowly in the right direction, as it reflects good 
relationships between the staff of the school at all levels and parents. A very large majority of parents 
who responded report that their daughters like school (94%, 95%, 94%), agree that arrangements to help 
girls settle when they join the school are good (93%, 94%, 94%), and are confident that staff not only 
expect girls to work hard and do their best (94%, 95%, 94%) but also encourage girls to become 
responsible and independent (91%, 93%, 93%) and treat girls fairly (89%, 88%, 92%). A similar 
proportion of parents (89%, 85%, 88%) believe that there is a good range of activities on offer at the 
school that their daughters find interesting and enjoyable. A large majority of parents responding believe 
that students at the school behave well (79%, 83%, 82%), and that their daughters are not bullied or 
harassed at school (89%, 93%, 94%). As for teaching and pupil progress, 91% of respondents (89%, 
91%)  report that teaching is good and 86% (87%, 88%) that appropriate homework is provided; while 
82% (89%, 91%) believe that their daughters are making good progress. With this last question, question 
2, 15% of respondents did not know whether their daughters were making good progress – which links 
with question 9 (see below). 
 
As last year, we are interested to learn about the areas in which parents perceive that improvements 
could be made – and to take action to if we can. I am very pleased to see the progress that has been 
made in some areas that have been identified as weaker in previous questionnaires. 25% of 2005’s 
respondents disagreed with the statement in question 14 that the school seeks the views of parents and 
takes account of their suggestions and concerns, for instance, only 52% agreeing with it. We have 
worked on this perception, through such means as this questionnaire, and through prompt responses to 
concerns expressed in person, by telephone or in writing, and those figures have gradually shifted as a 
result: this year only 13% disagreed with the statement and 68% agreed. This is very encouraging. 
 
Changes have been made to the reporting systems in school too, in response to the perception of some 
parents that they are not kept well informed about their daughters’ progress (question 9): a subject 
teacher parents’ evening has been reintroduced to the calendar for Years 7 and 8, and we are 
developing the interim reports we piloted with Years 7, 9 and 10 last year. The format of the autumn term 
report introduced for Year 12 last year has been revised and improved this year. This year’s 
questionnaire response to this question has remained pretty much the same as last year’s, however, with 
55% positive replies (56%, 57%) and 29% negative replies (29%, 26%). Parents clearly feel that there is 
still some way to go and particularly in reporting progress. We are therefore introducing a new report 
system in 2008-9 and have consulted focus groups of parents and students on what they would like to 
see. The first reports from this new system will be produced towards the end of the spring term. We hope 
subsequently to see those figures improve still further as the reporting system develops and each year 
group has at least one report or parents’ evening per term. 
Parents have responded very well to the introduction of the Parent Newsletter this year: positive replies 
were received from a very encouraging 96% of respondents (89% last year and 85% the year before) to 
the question about being informed about the work of the school and the curriculum and events in the 
calendar – and negative replies from only 4% (7%, 14%). Regular updating of the website will have 
contributed to better communications, too, and the password-protected area of the website is well-used 
by a significant number of parents. If you haven’t yet taken advantage of this opportunity, please email 



letters4002@we-learn.co.uk requesting details of access including the password. We are also still 
researching ways of introducing email communication with parents in response to the 79% of 
respondents who would find this useful – although it should be noted that the percentage of those who 
disagree with this form of communication still remains quite high at 16% (although this has gone down 
from last year’s 22%). The proportion of parents who feel that they have sufficient information to support 
their daughters in leading healthy lifestyles has risen to 89% (from 82%), and more parents in the older 
year groups feel that they have sufficient information to be able to make informed decisions about 
options: 100% of the Year 13 respondents, for instance (though there were only nine of them!), while only 
4% of respondents throughout the school gave negative replies to this question. The fact that there are a 
lot of “Don’t Know” answers to this question of course simply reflects the fact that the issue of option 
choices is not relevant to most year groups. This improvement over the last couple of years will have 
influenced by the production of Key Stage Handbooks for each key stage, providing further information 
and guidance for each year group, including Year 9 as they approach decision-making about GCSE 
courses. 

Finally in the quantitative survey, there is another pleasing rise in the percentage of respondents 
agreeing that the school is led and managed well with 90% agreeing (86%, 85%) – so, on behalf of all 
leaders and managers in the school, thank you for your confidence in us!  

The responses to the more open-ended questions on the reverse of the questionnaire cannot be 
quantified in the same way, but they provide further clear information about what parents value in the 
school and where improvements would be welcome. Key points are listed below, many of them linking 
with issues noted above. 

Things parents would most like to see changed in the school: 
• Better accommodation, facilities and resources, including for the sixth form, for sport and in 

the dining room 
• More feedback on progress and interim reports (changes in hand: see above) 
• Higher expectations of behaviour 
• Better organised parents’ evenings (and we will take this one up). 

Things that parents most like about the school: 
• The happy, friendly, relaxed atmosphere and environment of the school and its strong  

community feeling (still by far the most frequently mentioned strength of the school)   
• The high academic standards and achievements of the school 
• The dedication, commitment and enthusiasm of the teaching and support staff and the good 

relationships built on respect that exist between staff and pupils – and the approachability of 
the staff 

• The breadth and range of opportunities available to girls: curricular and extra-curricular 
activities through clubs, trips, music, drama and sport  

• The curriculum, including breadth of subjects (higher up the list this year) 
• The school’s good learning/work ethos – positive, motivated 
• The nurturing, supportive culture that encourages all girls to fulfil their potential 
• The encouragement of independent free-thinking girls (a new one this year) 
• The size and single-sex nature of the school 
• Communications between school and parents (much higher up the list this year) 
• The balance of high work standards and play. 

Thank you again to those who responded. Our aim now is to act on these issues: both to preserve and 
strengthen the positives identified and also to continue to address the concerns. 
Kate Barnett

 



 
Parent Voice Analysis       October 2008 

          

 Question 

  

Positive 
 Replies 

 

Nega-
tive  

 Replies 

Don’t 
Know 

or Blank 

Strongly  
Agree 

 

Agree 
 
  

Dis-
agree 

  

Strongly  
Dis-

agree 

Don't  
Know 

 

Blank 
 
  

1 My daughter likes school 94% 6% 0% 56% 39% 5% 1% 0% 0% 

2 My daughter is making good 
progress 83% 2% 16% 40% 43% 2% 0% 15% 1% 

3 Students at the school behave well 79% 8% 13% 21% 59% 6% 2% 12% 1% 

4 The school is a welcoming and 
friendly place for parents/carers 90% 6% 3% 37% 54% 6% 1% 2% 1% 

5 
The arrangements for my daughter to 
settle in when started at the school 
were good 

93% 5% 2% 46% 47% 4% 1% 1% 2% 

6 

I am provided with relevant 
information about the work of the 
school and the curriculum and about 
events in the calendar 

96% 4% 0% 33% 63% 3% 1% 0% 0% 

7 My daughter is not bullied or 
harassed at school 89% 8% 3% 47% 42% 6% 02% 2% 1% 

8 Teaching is good 91% 2% 7% 41% 520% 2% 0% 6% 1% 

9 I am kept well informed about how 
my daughter is getting on 55% 29% 16% 12% 43% 25% 4% 16% 0% 

10 
I am comfortable about approaching 
the school with questions or a 
problem or complaint 

89% 6% 6% 34% 55% 6% 0% 6% 0% 

11 Staff expect my daughter to work 
hard and to do her best 94% 21% 5% 52% 42% 1% 0% 5% 0% 

12 The school is led and managed well 90% 2% 7% 40% 50% 2% 1% 7% 0% 

13 Staff treat my daughter fairly 89% 2% 9% 33% 56% 2% 0% 9% 0% 

14 
The school seeks the views of 
parents and takes account of their 
suggestions and concerns 

68% 13% 19% 15% 53% 10% 2% 19% 0% 

15 The school provides appropriate 
homework 86% 10% 5% 25% 60% 8% 2% 5% 0% 

16 Staff encourage my daughter to be 
come responsible and independent 91% 2% 6% 40% 51% 2% 0% 6% 0% 

17 

The school provides useful resources 
for parents/ carers and students so 
that they can make informed 
decisions about choices  

43% 4% 53% 11% 32% 4% 0% 53% 0% 

18 
I have sufficient information to 
support my daughter in leading a 
healthy lifestyle 

89% 7% 4% 33% 56% 6% 1% 4% 0% 

19 
There is a good range of activities 
that my daughter finds interesting 
and enjoyable 

89% 8% 2% 39% 50% 6% 2% 2% 0% 

20 I would find it useful to have school 
communications via e-mail 79% 16% 6% 33% 46% 10% 6% 6% 0% 

 



How to gain access to the parents’ area of the school website 
 
If you would like to be able to see letters to parents sent out from school on the secure parents’ area of the 
school website, simply send an email requesting the password and quoting your daughter’s name to 
letters4002@we-learn.com 
 

 
 
School term and holiday dates for 2008-2009 
 
Autumn Term 2008  1st September - 19th December  
Staff Training Day  Monday 1st September 
Staff Training Day  Thursday 2nd October 
Half Term   27th - 31st October 
Last day of Term  Thursday 18th December 
Staff Training Day  Friday 19th December 
 
Spring Term 2009  5th January - 3rd April  
Staff Training Day  Monday 5th January 
Staff Training Day  Wednesday 28th January 
Half Term   16th - 20th February 
Last day of Term  Friday 3rd April 
 
Summer Term 2009  20th April - 17th July 
May Bank Holiday  Monday 4th May 
Half Term   25th - 29th May 
Last day of Term  Friday 17th July 
 
 
School term and holiday dates for 2009-2010 
 
Autumn Term 2009  7th September-18th December 
Staff Training Day  Monday 7th September 
Induction Day for  
   Year 7 and Year 12  Tuesday 8th September 
First day of Term for all Wednesday 9th September 
Staff Training Day  Thursday 1st October 
Half Term   26th-30th October 
Last day of Term  Thursday 17th December 
Staff Training Day  Friday 18th December 
 
Spring Term 2010  4th January-26th March 
Staff Training Day  Monday 4th January 
First day of Term  Tuesday 5th January 
Staff Training Day  Wednesday 27th January  
Half Term   15th-19th February 
 
Summer Term 2010  12th April-23rd July 
May Bank Holiday  Monday 3rd May 
Half Term   31st May-4th June 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Y11 Mock GCSE Examination Timetable  

 Monday 
05-Jan 

Tuesday 
06-Jan 

Wednesday 
07-Jan 

Thursday 
08-Jan 

Friday 
09-Jan 

AM 9:15  
 
 

Staff 
Training Day 

French listening 
1 hour       

French writing 
1 hour 

RE                                 
1 hour 30 
minutes          

Film Studies      
1 hour 30 mins       

Geog room 

Maths            
non calculator             

2 hours 

History paper 1               
1 hour 55 
minutes   

Spanish and 
German Orals         

PM  1:30  English 
Literature           
1 hour 45 
minutes 

Geography   
paper 1             

 1 hour 45 
minutes         

Physics       
Additional               
45 minutes             

Further              
 1 hour 

Ger reading 1h                 
Ger writing  1h 

Span reading 1h 
Span writing 1 h 

 
 Monday 

12-Jan 
Tuesday 
13-Jan 

Wednesday 
14-Jan 

Thursday 
15-Jan 

Friday 
16-Jan 

AM 9:15 Public exam 
Biology        
Latin 1                   
2 hours        

French Orals         

English 
Language      

paper 1                         
1 hour 45 
minutes 

Maths calculator           
2 hours 

Chemistry         
Additional               
45 minutes             

Further                  
1 hour        

Spanish Orals  

DT 1 hour 15 
minutes         
German 

Listening 1 hour  
Hut 3        

Spanish and 
German  Orals              

PM  1:30 Public exam    
AS ICT                
Drama            
2 hours      

French Orals                    

Geography   
paper 2             

 1 hour 30 
minutes         

English 
Language      
paper 2                         

1 hour 30 
minutes 

Public exam 
Chemistry  
Spanish       

Listening        
Hut 1            

2:05 start      

Latin 2                
2 hours in Hall        

Music                            
1 hour                

15 minutes    
Chem Lab      
2:05 start    

Spanish Orals        

 
 Monday 

19-Jan 
Tuesday 
20-Jan 

Wednesday 
21-Jan 

 AM 9:15 Public exam 
Physics   French 

Orals      

Biology        
Additional               
45 minutes             

Further             
  1 hour 

Normal lessons 

PM  1:30 History paper 2               
1 hour 55 
minutes      

French Orals         

French Reading 
1 hour 

Normal lessons 

 
The biology, chemistry and physics public exams are GCSE resits. 
All exams are in the hall unless otherwise stated.  Oral exam times will be set with your language teacher.                   
All oral exams will take place in the cottage. 


